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As San Francisco hotels chart an uneven recovery, 
workers fear they'll be left behind. PAGE 10 
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And by the way, others agree with you. 
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CHECKING BACK IN 


As San Francisco hotels chart an 
uneven recovery, workers fear 
they'll be left behind. 

BY BENJAMIN SCHNEIDER & LILY SINKOVITZ 
PAGE8 


CALL TO ACTION 


A local public health advocate is 
Staging ahunger strike and calling 
onthe city to act unilaterally 

to legalize a proven method of 
reducing overdose deaths. 

BY BENJAMIN SCHNEIDER 
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DESI FEST 


16 comedians from the U.S. and 
Canada are performing at events 
that have been scaled down 
because of the coronavirus. 

BY VERONICA IRWIN 
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JOINTS FOR JABS 


Local nonprofit targets young 
people living inthe Tenderloin who 
are less likely to get their shots. 

BY VERONICA IRWIN 
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SOUTHERN EXPOSURE 


A trip to Nashville reminds our new 
columnist why he loves S.F. 

BY STUART SCHUFFMAN 
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What About 
Outdoor Concerts? 


Is it safe for the vaccinated to attend the Stern Grove 
Festival? Probably, but be prepared for updated 
Safety protocols. BYVERONICA IRWIN 
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Delta Blues 


FEW WEEKS back, I noted that we may have gotten a bit ahead of 
A ourselves when declaring that the party was back on. As the delta 

variant surges through the United States, even San Francisco — bas- 
tion of mask-wearing, vaccine lovers though we may be — is not immune 
to the consequences. 

Well... it appears that us vaccinated folks have some level of immunity. 
Of all the so-called “breakthrough” cases of COVID-19 among vaccinated 
locals, very few have resulted in hospitalizations and none have so far 
ended in death. So, make sure you get that shot! 

In the meantime, mask mandates are back — indoors at least — and in 
this week’s issue, we are asking the question we know many of our music-lov- 
ing readers are also asking themselves: is it safe to attend outdoor concerts? 
We answered that query the best we could (see the article on this page). 

Our cover story this week tracks the shaky recovery of San Francisco’s 
hotel industry (page 8). With business travel still mostly at a standstill, 
and with domestic tourists bunking up in single rooms, occupancy rates 
are down, and the big chains are taking this opportunity to scale back on 
staff — which has many longtime hotel workers worried that they might 
never return to the world they knew before the pandemic. 

Also of note this week, we’re happy to welcome back illustrator Keith 
Knight — better known to his fans as “Keef” — who began his career as 
a political cartoonist many years ago in this very publication. Check out 
his contribution above this letter. 

And finally, another addition to the SF Weekly family Stuart Schuff- 
man — also better known to his fans as “Broke-Ass Stuart” — has mi- 
grated from our sister paper, The Examiner, to our pages. Not to be salty, 
but we kinda think this is where Stuart has belonged all along! You can 
read his column on page 17. 

Be safe everyone! 

— Nick Veronin, Editor 
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The article by Benjamin 
Schneider is generally very 
well done, thorough, and bal- 
anced. But I must address one 
point, the characterization 
of one of the reasons for the 
opposition to more housing 
density-lack of any commen- 
surate increase in parking as 
simply, “They don’t want to 
deal with increased competi- 
tion for parking.” 

If it’s just “competition” 
then why not say the “short- 
age” of housing is just “in- 
creased competition” for 
housing? Parking is a vital 
need for seniors, families, 
disabled, and actually, anyone 
who wants decent mobility 
around town from the Sunset. 

The state is setting require- 
ments for increased housing, 
depriving locals of control of 
our own city. Unrealistic pop- 
ulation growth in S.F. is not 
destiny, it’s politics. 

Again, the main point of 
this article — the high cost 
of building — was well stat- 
ed and the solutions seem 
elusive. But let’s not blithely 
dismiss residents who need 
parking, and need it close to 
where they live, as just wimps 
who fear “competition” for 
a scarce resource that with 
more density will become im- 
possible. 
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So the writer experienced this 
restaurant while writing the 
story and the chef knew it? 

I was there less than a week 
ago and while the food was 
amazing the service was very 
sub-par. Maybe go as a regular 
diner next time? 


—@erikawas 


I just want slip into this Wong 


Kar-wai eatery J 


—@coolgrey 





has been giving locals a bit of 

whiplash. When San Francisco 
and six other Bay Area counties 
began strongly encouraging vac- 
cinated and unvaccinated people 
to wear masks indoors two weeks 
ago, just one month after telling 
everyone they could take their 
masks off if they got the shot, 
previously compliant San Francis- 
cans reported confusion and frus- 
tration. Now, masks are required 
indoors in the city, and many are 
wondering whether — or how 
far — San Francisco will slip back- 
wards in our COVID-19 recovery. 

Meanwhile, the 84-year-old 
Stern Grove Festival concert series 
— which typically brings crowds of 
up to 10,000 to enjoy music out- 
doors every summer — enters its 
third and final month, begging the 
question: Just how safe is an open- 
air concert right now? 

“We have to see what happens 
with the epidemiology,” says 
George Rutherford, UCSF profes- 
sor of epidemiology and director 
of the UCSF Prevention and Public 
Health Group. “We have so many 
people vaccinated in the Bay Area 
that we’re going to be able to toler- 
ate some amount of transmission 
and some number of cases and 
maybe even some pressure on the 
hospital system — but it’s not go- 
ing to be that much.” 

The festival has been a little 
smaller this year, with capacity 
limited to 3,500 people and at- 
tendees required to reserve free 
tickets online in advance. The fes- 
tival also follows city mask guid- 
ance to a T, and though masks are 
currently not required for outdoor 
events, festival officials are encour- 
aging face coverings. 

“As of this minute, in addition 
to the many safety improvements 
we ve implemented, we are encour- 
aging masks, operating at reduced 
capacity, offering vaccines onsite, 
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“We are 
encouraging 
masks, and 


offering 
vaccines 


onsite.” 


—BOB FIEDLER, 
STERN GROVE FEST 
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and will continue to closely follow 
official health guidelines and mon- 
itor the situation,” Bob Fiedler, 
executive director of the Stern 
Grove Festival, said in a statement 
provided to SF Weekly on Tuesday. 

Fielder — who previously spoke 
to the San Francisco Examiner in 
advance of Perfume Genius’s head- 
lining performance on June 27 — 
told the Examiner that festival ex- 
ecutives had submitted a lengthy 
plan to the Department of Public 
Health outlining their protocols to 
get the go-ahead to host this year’s 
concert series. 

The Examiner also reported 
there wasn’t a mask-covered face 
to be found among the crowd 
at that June show. But that was 
before the Delta variant became 
a cause of major concern in the 
United States. 

“Any additional changes to the 
festival-going experience — in- 
cluding updated safety protocols 
— will be announced publicly 
via social media as well as on our 
website,’ Fielder said in his most 
recent statement. 

At press time, this Sunday’s 
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YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO 


SIGNIFICANT 
COMPENSATION 


If you have taken the heartbur 
Zantac and have been diagnosed 
with CANCER you may quyury 
vo) meceyir) el=)alt-18(e) 1p 


~ 
5 


- 


In April of 2020, the FDA announced a 


of all ZANTAC 
heartburn and generic RANITIDINE drugs 


requiring these to be immediately withdrawn from sale, nationwide. 


G CONSUMER 


concert — headlined by bass 
virtuoso and Kendrick Lamar 
collaborator Thundercat — has the 
go-ahead, and Rutherford says he 
isn’t reconsidering too many of his 
own plans. 

However, he nonetheless urges 
San Franciscans to stay up to date 
on the latest Delta developments. 

“This is guessing. It’s why I keep 
a crystal ball on my desk, so I can 
answer these kinds of questions,” 
he says — cracking wise about his 
ability to foresee the future, but 
not joking about the fact that this 
is a rapidly changing situation. 

As of July 30, San Francisco was 
averaging 176 new cases a week — 
10 times the rate of two months 
ago, prior to the state’s June 15 re- 
opening. In the city, roughly 16 of 
every 100,000 vaccinated people 
are testing positive, while about 
37 of every 100,000 unvaccinated 
individuals can expect a positive 
COVID test. Hospitalization for 
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by Pfizer or Moderna, count as 
unvaccinated when San Francisco 
collects this data. 

While these numbers should 
be reassuring to those with a full 
course of vaccinations, Rutherford 
cautions that everyone — both 
the vaccinated and especially 
the unvaccinated — should do 
everything within their power to 
avoid coming down with a case of 
COVID-19. For those who have 
received the shots, that means 
abiding by local masking guide- 
lines and mandates; for the unvac- 
cinated, that means both masking 
up and making an appointment to 
get vaccinated. 

“This is a nasty disease, and 
there are long-term consequences. 
You just don’t want to get this,” 
Rutherford says. “Laying out addi- 
tional steps that people can take 
beyond vaccination, to help them 
avoid reinfection, is a prudent 


the unvaccinated is eight times step.” 
higher than for the vaccinated. 
People who are half-vaccinated, or 
have only one out of two shots of 
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7 Free 5 Year Protection 

Plan included on ANY 
NEW Cabinetbed or 
Wallbed Purchase* 


Because We All Know How 
Hard Kids can be on Furniture! 
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¢ Largest Selection of Murphy 
Beds In Town! 
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Gary McCoyis ona mission. 


BY BENJAMIN SCHNEIDER 
ARY MCCOY IS sitting in 

( a folding lawn chair on the 
shady side of City Hall. He 
has a bit of a headache, but oth- 
erwise feels surprisingly good. “I 
thought I would be feeling worse 
at this point,” McCoy says. “Yes- 
terday was rough only in adjust- 
ing to being incredibly bored.” 

On this unseasonably pleas- 
ant Monday afternoon, McCoy, 
policy director at the healthcare 
nonprofit Health Right 360, is in 
hour 26 of a hunger strike aimed 
at pushing the city to establish a 
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safe consumption site program. 
For as long as his body can take 
it, he will remain outside City 

Hall, abstaining from food, and 


telling anyone who will listen how 


important these sites are for pre- 
venting overdose deaths. 
McCoy's strike comes in re- 
sponse to the state’s decision last 
month to delay legislation that 
would have legalized a safe con- 
sumption pilot program in San 
Francisco as early as January. As- 


semblymember Jim Wood, D-San- 


ta Rosa, the lawmaker behind the 
SFWEEKLY.COM 





decision, said it was important to 
wait for clarity on the legality of 
these sites from the federal gov- 
ernment. As a result, California 
won't legalize safe consumption 
sites until January 2023, at the 
earliest. 

Meanwhile, San Francisco con- 
tinues to see nearly two overdose 
deaths per day, most of them 
attributable to the potent opioid 


fentanyl. Across the world, dozens 


of safe consumption sites have 


been in operation for decades, and 


not a single person has died in 


Japlauyos ulweluag 


one of them, as USC public health 
professor Ricky Bluthenthal told 
SF Weekly last month. 

Like other public health advo- 
cates, McCoy was “crushed” by the 
delay. He’s hoping his protest will 
inspire the city to act unilaterally, 
without waiting for the OK from 
the state or federal government. 

“There’s a lot of precedent in 
San Francisco,’ McCoy says. In 
1995 then-Mayor Frank Jordan, 
with the backing of the Board of 
Supervisors and the Health Com- 
mission, declared a state of emer- 
gency to legalize a syringe-access 
program to slow the spread of 
HIV. “The California Attorney 
General said it would be illegal, 
and if any public officials have 
anything to do with it they could 
be fired, but he did it anyway,” 
McCoy says. 

In subsequent years, syringe-ac- 
cess programs, also known as 
clean needle exchanges, became 
commonplace across the country. 
San Francisco's early legalization 
of medical marijuana and its em- 
brace of gay marriage represent 
two more instances where city 
leaders risked legal consequences 
to pursue policies they believed 
in, only to see those policies 
swiftly enter the mainstream. 

Preventing fatal overdoses is 
personal for McCoy, who has had 
his own struggles with substance 
use disorder. Reflecting on the 
more than 700 people who died 
of a drug overdose in San Fran- 
cisco last year, McCoy says, “All 
of those deaths are lives. Those 
are people. And a good number of 
those people are friends or peo- 
ple that I’ve worked with. And it 
could have easily been me. I don’t 
know why it wasn't.” 

Since his recovery 10 years 
ago, McCoy has become a player 
in local politics, with a knack for 
picking winners. He worked for 
Mayor London Breed and Senator 
Scott Wiener when they were dis- 
trict supervisors, and then joined 
the office of House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi before starting his current 
gig at Health Right 360. “I have 
friends on every side of the Dem- 
ocratic spectrum in San Francisco, 
and they’re all very supportive” 
of safe consumption sites, McCoy 


says. “The only time I see people 
oppose it, they’re just not as edu- 
cated and making sort of a knee- 
jerk reaction.” 

Given his experience in local 
politics, McCoy figured a theatri- 
cal gesture like his hunger strike 
at the beginning of Overdose 
Awareness Month would be the 
kick in the pants the city needs. 

“IT thought this would be the best 
way to get their attention in the 
building,” he says, gesturing to- 
ward City Hall. 

The Board of Supervisors is on 
recess for August, but electeds 
still are getting the message. So 
far, Supervisors Matt Haney and 
Rafael Mandelman have told Mc- 
Coy they would support a decla- 
ration of emergency to authorize 
safe consumption sites. Ulti- 
mately, it would be up to Breed to 
execute such an action, but having 
the support of the full Board of 
Supervisors and the Health Com- 
mission will also be essential, Mc- 
Coy believes. 

With President Biden in office, 
the worst that could happen is 
that state or federal law enforce- 
ment agencies would send the city 
a cease and desist letter, McCoy 
predicts. And even that would 
be extreme. “I would suspect the 
DOJ would probably look the oth- 
er way, especially if it was done by 
a declaration of emergency.” 

For now, McCoy is hoping local 
law enforcement continue to look 
the other way as he settles in for 
the long haul on the grass beside 
City Hall. On night one, so far so 
good. 

McCoy knows firsthand that 
in San Francisco, certain laws are 
selectively enforced. And in the 
battle to legalize safe consump- 
tion sites, that can only be a good 
thing. 

“Tve worked for supervisors, 
and I’ve seen the confidential 
memos from the City Attorney’s 
office that say, ‘Hey, this isn’t gon- 
na fly. But it never stops anyone. 
If it’s something we want to do 
and move forward, we'll make it 
work.” 


Benjamin Schneider is a staff writer. 
© @urbenschneider 
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Therules are different for adults and minors BY CHRISTOPHER DOLAN & TAYLOR FRENCH 


who had too much to drink. Are there certain laws that can hold 


: HAVE OFTEN noticed people serving alcohol to individuals 


people accountable for providing alcohol to people who are clearly 


intoxicated and should probably stop drinking? 


tions ease and we gradually 

return to our lives outside of 
the home, it is important to be 
mindful of the threat posed by in- 
toxicated drivers on the road. Too 
often tragedy strikes, and an inno- 
cent person is injured or killed by a 
driver who was overserved at their 
local bar, restaurant, or other so- 
cial gathering. When this happens, 
the question of whom can be held 
civilly liable presents itself. 

Unfortunately for victims and 
their families, California law pro- 
hibits holding someone civilly liable 
for having overserved alcohol to an 
adult, which subsequently led to an 
injury or death. This is commonly 
referred to as Dram Shop Immu- 
nity, in the case of commercial 
vendors, such as bars, liquor stores, 
restaurants, etc.; or Social Host 
Immunity if involving a private in- 
dividual. While overserving alcohol 
to an adult may result in an arrest 
and misdemeanor conviction, pun- 
ishable by less than one year in jail, 
the individual or business cannot 
be liable for the monetary harms 
and damages suffered as a result of 
the adult’s actions. 

Why does California law prohib- 
it civil liability under these circum- 
stances? Because, according to the 
Legislature and established case 
law, “the consumption of alcoholic 
beverages rather than the serving 
of alcoholic beverages is the proxi- 
mate cause of injuries inflicted on 
others by an intoxicated person.” 
In other words, the drinker not the 
pourer is the responsible party. 

However, Dram Shop Immuni- 
ty and Social Host Immunity do 
not necessarily apply in the case 
of serving alcohol to a minor. If a 
business overserves a minor who 
was “obviously intoxicated,” which 
led to an injury or death, it can 
face civil liability for damages suf- 
fered as a result. 


A S THE COVID-19 era’s restric- 


— Debra M., Daly City 


Pursuant to Business and Pro- 
fessions Code section 25602.1, “a 
cause of action may be brought by 
or on behalf of any person who has 
suffered injury or death against 
any person licensed, or required to 
be licensed, ... who sells, furnishes, 
gives or causes to be sold, fur- 
nished or given away any alcoholic 
beverage ... to any obviously intox- 
icated minor where the furnishing, 
sale or giving of that beverage to 
the minor is the proximate cause 
of the personal injury or death 
sustained by that person.” For the 
purposes of section 25602.1, the 
term “minor” refers to persons un- 
der the age of 21. 

A supplier of alcohol must use 
reasonable care to ensure the 
patron receiving the alcoholic 
beverage is not an obviously intox- 
icated minor. It is not enough for 
the supplier to simply know that 
the minor had been drinking. The 
minor must actually appear drunk. 
The courts consider many factors 
to determine whether the minor 
was ‘obviously intoxicated” when 
served the alcohol. These include 
whether the minor had alcohol on 
his or her breath, incoherent or 
slurred speech, poor muscular coor- 
dination, a staggering or unsteady 
walk or loss of balance, a flushed 





face, bloodshot or glassy eyes, an 
unkempt appearance, or loud, bois- 
terous, or argumentative conduct. 
The determination is made by “a 
reasonable person having normal 
powers of observation.” 

In the case of a “social host,” 
Civil Code section 1714 provides 
for civil claims 
“against a par- 
ent, guardian, 
or another adult 
who knowingly 
furnishes alcoholic 
beverages at his 
or her residence to a person whom 
he or she knows, or should have 
known, to be under 21 years of 
age, in which case, ... the furnish- 
ing of the alcoholic beverage may 
be found to be the proximate cause 
of resulting injuries or death.” In 
other words, the minor need not 
be obviously intoxicated for the so- 
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cial host to face liability. The social 
host only needs to have known, or 
should have known, that the mi- 
nor was indeed under 21. 

California law provides for this 
exception involving minors for a 
number of reasons. First, minors 
generally have less experience as 
it relates to both 
drinking and driv- 
ing compared to 
adults and there- 
fore require fur- 
ther safeguards. 
And second, it is foreseeable that 
serving alcohol to an intoxicated 
minor will result in his or her in- 
creased or continued inebriation, 
which may result in damages, 
whereas it is not necessarily fore- 
seeable in the case of an adult. 

Regardless of potential liability, 
it is important that we stay vigi- 
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lant, as drunk drivers will inevi- 
tably be out on the road. Equally 
important, however, is that we are 
proactive in preventing ourselves 
and others from driving after 
having too much to drink. Always 
arrange for a designated driver, 
taxi, or rideshare service for your- 
self and your friends. Remember, 
nothing is worth getting behind 
the wheel after drinking too much. 


Christopher B. Dolan is the owner 
of Dolan Law Firm, PC. Taylor 
French is an Associate Attorney 
in our Los Angeles Office. We 
serve clients throughout the 
San Francisco Bay Area and 
California from our offices 

in San Francisco, Oakland 

and Los Angeles. . Each 
situation is different and this column does not 
constitute legal advice. We recommend that you 
consult with an experienced trial attorney to fully 
understand your rights. 

© help@dolanlawfirm.com. 
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AsHotels Recover. 


Workers GetLett Behind 


FTER MORE THAN a 
year of unemployment, 
Tina Yu was grateful 

to get back to work as 

a housekeeper at the 
Hilton Union Square in 
May. But upon returning to her 
job of 28 years, she discovered 
her workload had significantly 
increased. 

“The past 28 years I never 
felt it was as hard as these two 
months,” Yu says. 

Instead of focusing on a single 
floor, Yu is now expected to clean 
rooms on multiple levels of the 
hotel, the largest on the West 
Coast. When she encounters a 
particularly dirty room, she is no 
longer able to call for backup as 
she once did. And if one floor’s 
supply closet is picked over — an 
increasingly common problem, 
she says — Yu can’t simply page 
a runner, but must head out on 
a scavenger hunt of her own, 
pushing her heavy cart wherever 
she goes. 

Yu's experience is in part a 
symptom of a local hotel in- 
dustry that has been rocked by 
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the pandemic. San Francisco is 

a magnet for tourists as well as 
for business travelers, but with 
fewer Midwesterners snapping 
up “Alcatraz Psych Ward” T-shirts 
and with more IPO power lunch- 
es happening over Zoom, the 
hotel industry in San Francisco 

is recovering slower than almost 
anywhere else in the country. The 
Delta variant, and the city’s track 
record of taking public health se- 
riously, could set things back even 
further. 

That’s not just bad news for 
hoteliers: In normal times, tour- 
ists and business travelers keep 
restaurants busy and bars packed 
until closing time; they visit mu- 
seums, attend sporting events, 
and take in live performances. In 
the process, they have a profound 
impact on the city’s tax rolls anda 
lot of working-class jobs. 

Using history as a cheat sheet, 
it’s safe to assume restaurants, 
bars, music venues, and museums 
eventually will bounce back. The 
same goes for the business of 
renting rooms to weary travelers. 

However, hotel workers like Yu 
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A dearth of business travellers 
has hurt big hotels like the 
San Francisco Marriott. 
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are worried their hardships won’t 
end with a full economic recovery. 
There are signs that Yu’s increased 
workload, and the prolonged 
unemployment of many of her 
co-workers, represent a “new nor- 
mal” at major hotel chains. 

“What they do now is they 
just combine the positions. We 
are really worried it may become 
normal,” says Bill Fung, an unem- 
ployed former houseman at the 
Hilton Union Square whose job 
entailed supporting housekeepers 
by organizing and distributing 
supplies. “They’re not thinking 
that someone who worked very 
hard for them before, right now 
they’re suffering. Right now they 
really need help.” 


RICHES TO RAGS 


San Francisco might be better 
known as the epicenter of the 
tech industry, but for many work- 
ing-class San Franciscans, the 
tourism industry pays the bills. 

In 2019, total spending by San 
Francisco tourists added up to 
more than $10 billion, generating 
more than $800 million in tax rev- 
enue and supporting over 86,000 
jobs, according to the San Fran- 
cisco Travel Association. While 
the city’s 15 million day trippers 
accounted for a larger number of 
tourists, its 10.4 million overnight 
visitors spent vastly more money. 
International visitors made up just 
10 percent of total visitors, but 
accounted for about half of total 
tourist spending. 

In the before times, San Fran- 
cisco’s hotels enjoyed some of 
the highest occupancy rates, and 
commanded some of the highest 
prices per room of any major city 
in the United.States. The Moscone 
Center was a major driver of that 
business, pushing room rates into 
the $400 or $500s for conferences 
like Salesforces’ Dreamforce. By 
some measures, tourism is the 
city’s largest economic sector. 

All of that changed in March 
2020 when the city went into lock- 
down. Visitor spending dropped 
77 percent to $2.3 billion, accord- 
ing to SF Travel, and the industry 
lost 65,000 jobs, one-third of them 
in hotels. Anand Singh, president 
of Unite Here Local 2, which rep- 
resents hourly workers in most 
of the city’s big, Class A hotels 
including the Hilton Union Square, 
says 99 percent of the union’s 
9,500 hotel worker members were 
furloughed during the height of 


the pandemic. 
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San Francisco, From October 10,2020 to July 10, 2021. 


HOTEL OCCUPANCY 


TRI ( Total Room Inventory) takes in to account all the hotel rooms in the city, whether open or closed 
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Even as health restrictions eased 
up over the past few months, 

San Francisco’s tourism industry 
hasn’t seen the same recovery ob- 
served in other cities. 

San Francisco has seen the 
steepest decline in revenue per 
hotel room of any major city in the 
United States, according to a June 
report from the American Hotel 
and Lodging Association. Hotel 
occupancy is at about 45 percent, 
down from a pre-pandemic average 
of 80 percent, and room rates are 
averaging about $175 per night, 
down from a pre-pandemic aver- 
age of over $300, according to the 
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latest data from the S.F. Controller. 


“It continues to be an uphill bat- 
tle. We’re on the right track, but 
it’s like being a mole and then dig- 
ging your way out, you just keep 
treading sand a little bit,” says 
Stefan Muihle, managing director 
of the Argonaut Hotel and the Ho- 
tel Zoe, two independent hotels in 
Fisherman’s Wharf. “It’s not easy. 
We are definitely seeing an im- 
provement month over month.” 

In the wake of the pandemic, 
Mithle shut down both of his ho- 
tels and laid off all but 13 of his 
250 workers. After reopening in 
April, it took until July for Mihle 
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to see significant improvements 
to his bottom line. Both hotels 
are now about 45 percent occu- 
pied, and a similar proportion of 
workers are back on the job. Still, 
it’s a far cry from normal: This 
time of year, his hotels are in high 
demand, and typically run at 95 
percent occupancy. 

“I’ve been able to keep my staff- 
ing levels at the level that I need 
to sustain current business levels,” 
says Mihle. “The next 12 months 
or so will most likely see a consoli- 
dation of many positions until the 
business levels are back to where 
they were a few years ago.” 


LONESOME CROWDED WEST 


The tourists who are coming to 
San Francisco are a different breed 
than those who flocked to the city 
before the pandemic. 

“When I walked through the 
lobbies of our hotels in the sum- 
mertime, I would listen to four 
or five or six different languages 
on any day,’ says Muihle, adding 
that international travelers used 
to comprise more than half of 
his business. “Right now it’s 95 
percent domestic travelers, and of 
that I would say about two-thirds 
come from within about 250 miles 
or so, coming in by car.” 

Those observations were shared 
by John Anderson, general man- 
ager of the JW Marriott in Union 
Square. “It’s definitely a locally 
driven customer: Los Angeles, 

San Diego, Northern California.” 
Pre-pandemic, only 15-20 percent 
of visitors parked in the hotel. 
These days, it’s closer to 80 per- 
cent, Anderson says. 

The current popularity of tour- 
ism-by-car is yet another disad- 
vantage for San Francisco’s hotel 
industry. Compared to the eastern 
half of the country, fewer people 
live within a reasonable driving 
distance of the city. 

This new cohort also creates a 
different set of challenges for hotel 
staff. JW Marriott went from ca- 
tering mostly to business travelers 
and convention-goers, who typical- 
ly travel alone, to almost exclusive- 
ly hosting leisure travelers, who 
are much mote likely to travel as 
a family. “There’s definitely more 
guests in each guest room,’ Ander- 
son Says. 

For housekeepers like Yu at 
the Hilton Union Square, that 
translates to more work. “Now the 
rooms are very, very nasty,’ Yu 
says. “Sometimes they have five 
or six or seven people inside the 
room. Of course they make a mess. 
That’s why we have to do more. 
We have to clean more.” A lot of 
these families are bringing their 
dogs along, too, Yu says. “There’s 
so many dogs, I don’t know what’s 
going on.” 

Typically, when she encountered 
an especially dirty room, Yu would 
call a houseman for help. But late- 
ly, she’s finding that none are avail- 
able. The few housemen and linen 
staff who are back to work already 
are stretched too thin — so much 
so that supply and linen closets 
often are understocked. “Now 
sometimes we have to travel two 
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floors to get supplies, and also the 
linen,” Yu says, adding that many 
houseman and linen staff duties 
have devolved to housekeepers like 
her. “We do more now.” 

The added work takes its toll. 
“We have to rush, otherwise we 
won't finish,” Yu says. “It’s really, 
really hard. Every time I look ina 
mirror, my face is red.” 


‘LABOR EFFICIENCIES: 


Singh is concerned big hotel chains 
are using the pandemic as an op- 
portunity to reduce their labor 
costs, and juice profits. “The reality 
on the ground is the employment 
levels are lagging the occupancy 
levels as we start to recover here. 
And that’s not by accident. It’s by 
design, as this industry looks to re- 
coup losses by artificially depress- 
ing staffing levels.” 

Singh estimates the true occu- 
pancy rate of San Francisco hotels, 
when accounting for hotels that 
remain shuttered, is about 35 per- 
cent. But only about 20 percent of 
the hourly hotel workers the union 
represents are back to work, he 
says. 

While Singh acknowledges ho- 
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tels have faced major challenges 
over the past year and a half, he 
doesn’t think this imbalance will 
be a temporary measure. “Almost 
immediately following the shut- 
down across the country, some of 
the top executives in the industry 
were commenting on viewing the 
pandemic as an opportunity to re- 
size the business model.” 

Park Hotels, the real estate 
investment trust that owns the 
Hilton Union Square, Parc 55, the 
JW Marriott and other San Fran- 
cisco hotels, wrote in a November 
2020 investor report that it plans a 
“permanent reduction of full-time, 
hotel-level staffing resulting in 
$70M annual savings.” In a Febru- 
ary 2021 earnings call, Hilton CEO 
Christopher Nassetta discussed 
the company’s plan to become 
a “higher-margin business” by 
“creating more labor efficiencies, 
particularly in the areas of house- 
keeping, food and beverage and 
other areas.” (Hilton operates Hil- 
ton-branded hotels, though many 
are owned by outside investment 
trusts like Park Hotels.) 

The Hilton Union Square and 
several other San Francisco hotels 
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refused to disclose specific infor- 
mation about their occupancy 
rates, labor force return, or their 
long term recovery plans. Ina 
statement, a spokesperson for 
Hilton Union Square said, “Staff- 
ing levels are informed by market 
demand, local business environ- 
ments, as well as recommenda- 
tions from government and health 
authorities. We look forward to 
welcoming back our guests and 
team members.” 

Anderson of the JW Marriott, 
whose staff voted against union- 
izing with Unite Here Local 2 in 
2019, says the hotel’s staffing lev- 
els and occupancy rate are pretty 
much aligned at between 60 and 
70 percent. He hopes to bring back 
the hotel’s full pre-pandemic work- 
force by the end of the year. 


WINNERS & LOSERS 


Even as major hotel chains look to 
slash their workforces, “the com- 
panies themselves have actually 
done remarkably well over the 
course of the last year,” Singh says. 
Marriott’s stock price is just about 
even with its pre-pandemic value, 
and Hilton’s is up by double-digit 
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percentage points. Nassetta made 
$56 million in total compensation 
in 2020, more than double his 
2019 compensation. 

Meanwhile, Bill Fung is still 
waiting for the call back to work. 
“Our budget is really, really tight. I 
have no extra money for anything, 
only for food.” 

For now, he and his family are 
subsisting on unemployment 
benefits and his wife’s salary as a 
hairdresser. But his biggest con- 
cern is health insurance, which his 
job used to provide for his entire 
family of four. After being laid 
off, he was able to get coverage 
from Unite Here Local 2’s rainy 
day fund. When that 
money ran out in No- 
vember, he briefly got 
on Covered California, 
before switching back 
to an employer-fund- 
ed policy through the 
COBRA budget deal 
the Biden Administra- 
tion quickly pushed 
through upon assum- 
ing office. Those bene- 
fits are set to expire in 
September. 

With more than 25 
years on the job, Fung 
is confident he’ll get 
rehired eventually, 
though he’s concerned 
he might take a job 
from somebody else 
with less seniority. 

“I can change to an- 
other position,” Fung 
says. “But I'd have to 
bump somebody. That 
means I get a job and 
somebody lost a job.” 

Despite the slower recovery of 
tourism in San Francisco, hotel 
workers here have better future 
prospects than in many other 
cities. Thanks to the Healthy Build- 
ings Ordinance the city passed in 
September, hotels are required to 
provide daily room cleaning ser- 
vices. That sets the city apart from 
other places, where the push to de- 
crease labor costs has made daily 
hotel room cleaning a thing of the 
past. Unite Here estimates these 
changes could eliminate 180,000 
housekeeping jobs nationwide, 
representing $4.8 billion in annual 
lost wages. 

In San Francisco, job cuts could 
come for behind-the-scenes roles 
like housemen, as well as food 
and beverage service. “We see the 
hotel industry looking at the air- 
line industry as their north star,” 
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Singh says. In other words, expect 
a race to the bottom on amenities. 
“This industry, unfortunately, is 
no longer the hospitality industry 
of Conrad Hilton or Bill Marriott, 
hoteliers who said the guest expe- 
rience is the most important thing. 
This is really dominated by real 
estate interests that are looking to 
increase their margins.” 

Singh doesn’t think that’s a 
winning strategy for workers or 
guests. And he pledges the union 
will fight these changes as it heads 
into labor negotiations next year. 
“Our members are not going to 
simply lay down and be run over 
by these changes. The behavior 


“They used to say, 
‘Our employees are 
our foundation. But 
then this pandemic 
happened and they 
only consider their 
money.” 


—BILL FUNG, 


FORMER HILTON HOUSEMAN 
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that [hotels] exhibit today doesn’t 
portend well for labor peace in 
2022, when I think our industry 
really does need it.” 

Unemployed workers like Fung 
remain disillusioned. “For many, 
many years, I’ve never seen the 
hotel do something this bad,” Fung 
says. “They used to say, ‘Our em- 
ployees are our foundation.’... But 
then this pandemic happened and 
they only consider their money. 
They don’t care about the worker.’ 
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Benjamin Schneider is a staff writer. 
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Lily Sinkovitz is an intern. 
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16 comedians from the U.S. and Canada are 
performing at events that have been scaled down 


because of the coronavirus. 


ENSIONS BETWEEN INDIA 

and Pakistan were extremely 

high in the wake of the 2008 

terrorist attacks in Mumbai. 
The impact of the violence was 
felt throughout the Indian and 
Pakistani diasporas — especially 
among those with loved ones back 
home — as long-simmering enmi- 
ties boiled over. 

Samson Koletkar, a Mum- 
bai-born San Franciscan and tech- 
nologist, was just beginning to dip 
his toes into the world of stand-up. 

“I was sitting here helpless, not 
knowing what I could do,” says Kol- 
etkar, who now bills himself as “the 
world’s only Indian Jewish standup 
comedian.” “I figured, the least I can 
do is try to bring Indian and Paki- 
stani people together for a comedy 
show and to laugh with each other.” 


Bs 


ENTRANCES OPEN 
AT 12 NOON 


BY VERONICA IRWIN 


That show sowed the seeds for 
what in 2014 would bloom the Desi 
Comedy Fest — the biggest South 
Asian comedy festival in America, 
and one of the largest annual come- 
dy events in the Bay Area. 

This year it’s back at a COVID- 
safe scale, with socially distanced 
seating for five Bay Area shows. 
The first shows are 7 p.m. and 8:45 
p.m. Aug. 13 at Gasser Garden, an 
outdoor venue in downtown San 
Francisco, with about 100 tickets 
available per show. The following 
evening, shows are 7 p.m. and 9 
p.m. at Washington Inn in Oak- 
land, an indoor venue that seats 
about 70 socially distanced. 

The largest show will be 7 p.m. 
Aug. 15 at the India Community 
Center in Milpitas. About 400 
seats are available. Tickets are $30 





Standup comic Abhay. 


to $50, with VIP seats front and 
center available for $75. 

Koletkar is proud to say this 
year's 16-comic lineup spans gen- 
der and religious identity, and fea- 
tures performers from all over the 
United States and Canada. The ma- 
jority are of Indian, Pakistani, Ban- 
gladeshi, and Sri Lankan descent, 
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though Koletkar notes several are 
mixed-race and one — Comedy 
Central Roast Battle contestant 
Anna Valenzuela — is Latina. The 
rest of the recently announced 
lineup is Koletkar himself, Feraz 
Ozel, Sofie Khan, Tanveer Arora, 
Abhay Nadkarni, Richard Sarvate, 
Ayanna Dookie, Vishal K, Janesh 
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Desi Comedy Fest Back with Socially Distanced Shows 


Rahlan, Dauood Naimyar, Arjun 
Banerjee, Priya Guyadeen, Ehsan 
Ahmad, and Subhah Agarwal. 

The show’s content will be less 
crude than most stand-up come- 
dy, but it definitely isn’t for kids. 
“There is a joke about how, in 
America, there’s a distinction be- 
tween whether you're a dirty comic, 
a clean comic, or a TV-clean comic. 
Beyond TV clean comes Indian 
clean,’ Koletkar cracks. “It’s not 
like we’re squeaky clean — it’s not 
a PG-13 show — but in that sense, 
16-plus is the recommended age.” 

Limited food and drink will be 
available at the shows, so it’s rec- 
ommended to eat dinner before. 
Audience members must show 
proof of vaccination, either phys- 
ical or digital. Tickets are at desi- 
comedyfest.com. 


Veronica Irwin is a contributing writer. 
@vronirwin 
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NCLUDED IN THE S.F. Play- 

house press kit for The Song of 

Summer is the 2015 Mic article, 

“Here’s the Obscene Amount 
of Money ‘Blurred Lines’ Made 
Off of Sexism.” As the clickbait 
headline suggests, the piece is a 
subjective look at the financial 
success of Robin Thicke’s con- 
troversial hit. Nevertheless, it 
provides some solid numbers and 
makes a fair point about the his- 
toric profitability of rape culture. 
It’s disturbing to know misogyny 
is still incredibly profitable, even 
in the #MeToo era. 

It was in 2017 — the same 
year that two exposés revealed 
decades of abuse by Hollywood 
mogul Harvey Weinstein — that 
Lauren Yee premiered The Song of 
Summer. One would be remiss not 
to point out the parallels between 
Yee’s play, which dramatizes the 
“Blurred Lines” backlash, and 
David Mamet’s Bitter Wheat, 
which dramatized the Weinstein 
scandal. In each case, playwrights 
from marginalized groups work 
far too hard to apologize for slea- 
zy white guys. 

Yee leaves no doubt as to her 
play’s inspiration, opening with 
Robin Thicke-stand-in “Robbie” 
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(Jeremy Kahn) performing his 
sexually-explicit chart-topper 

to a large North Carolina crowd. 
The jeers come out of nowhere. 
(One is reminded of the classic 
Lisa Simpson line “Why would 
they come to our concert just 

to ‘boo’ us?”) It seems as if the 
crowd decided halfway through 
the song to side with the song’s 
critics, who have described the 
lyrics as “rape-y” and have ac- 
cused Robbie of plagiarizing an 
unnamed soul classic from a Black 
musician — the same way Thicke 
(and producer Pharrell Williams) 
faced accusations of cribbing from 
Marvin Gaye. 

Retreating from the public eye, 
Robbie returns to his one-horse 
hometown of Pottsville, Penn., 
and onto the sofa of his former 
mother figure and piano teacher 
Mrs. C (Anne Darragh). When 
manager Joe (Reggie D. White) 
finally catches up with Robbie, he 
brings good and bad news: The 
label wants to commit to a five-al- 
bum contract (pending a meet- 
and-greet), but the controversy 
over the song shows no signs of 
waning. 

Robbie may be able to alleviate 
the controversy by revealing a 
tape of him singing it as a teenag- 
er. Unfortunately, doing so puts 
him face-to-face with his child- 
hood friend Tina (Monica Ho) — 
and he is not looking forward to 
that meeting. 

The Song of Summer is essen- 
tially two plays in one — each 
fighting the other for dominance. 
The first is the story of a big fish 
returning to a small pond only 
to find that, at first glance, very 
little has changed. The other is 
the aforementioned ripped-from- 
the-headlines story of a white 
boy being a dick in public only to 
whine about why he now has to 
face consequences. 


The latter story doesn’t work. 
It’s one thing for a dramatist to 
humanize and empathize with a 
real-life villain, but it’s another 
to try and paint them as the “real 
victim.” Like Mamet, Yee wants 
us to feel sorry for a guy who, in 
real life, didn’t feel the least bit 
sorry about what he did until he 
actually got caught. It’s all the 
more distressing from Yee — an 
S.F. native who rightfully won 
awards for bringing AAPI stories 
to life — who uses a Black man 
and an Asian woman (both out- 
wardly aggressive characters) as 
a means of deflecting blame away 
from her white male lead. 

She’s a better writer than that. 
Had she stuck solely to the “big 
fish” angle (Tina describes recre- 
ation in Pottsville as “driv[ing] 
around. You can also park.”), the 
story would likely have only ben- 
efited from it. 

The Song of Summer is the 
second S.F. Playhouse show to 
welcome back live audiences 
after June’s Hold These Truths, 
and the opening night audience 
was a bit fuller for this play (a 
few people didn’t wear masks the 
entire show, though everyone 
had to show proof of vaccination 
or recent negative test results). 
I’m guessing that artistic director 
Bill English, who serves as this 
show’s director and set designer, 
wanted something more “light” 
after the hard-hitting solo work 
of the last show. As usual, his 
technical and visual command 
of the Playhouse’s rotating stage 
is reason enough to want to see 
the production — which is also 
streaming — at the Playhouse 
theatre. 

He also keeps the show mov- 
ing at a steady clip with the help 
of his cast. I don’t know Kahn's 
age, but he looks a bit beyond 
Robbie's years. It’s not Ian Mc- 
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Jeremy Kahn, left, Reggie D. White, center, and Monica Ho, right, in ‘The Song of Summer. 


Kellan’s recent turn as Hamlet, 
but Kahn certainly looks older 
than a character that goes from 
his mid-teens to mid-20s. What’s 
more, he never seems to find the 
right tone for Robbie, constantly 
showing that he’s playing dumb 
rather than letting us believe the 
character is truly dimwitted. 

Darragh brings a perfect level 
of matronly affection to Mrs. C, 
and it’s always great to see the 
Bay Area’s own White elevate 
material with his electric pres- 
ence. (Incidentally, I attended the 
show wearing a pin from Impact 
Theatre, White's former Berkeley 
theater home.) 

Yet, all the actors seem to dis- 
appear when sharing the stage 
with Ho. Having recently an- 
nounced she’ll soon be moving 
to New York, the Bay Area will 
be losing a reliable talent who's 
commanded the stage at ACT and 
Cal Shakes as well as PianoFight 


THE SONG OF SUMMER 


MUMMIES  Nb hhh ddd 


JuleZOr 88 minutes, 
Aug. 14 no intermission 
: Live In-Person and 
$15 - 100 On-demand Stream 
SFPlayhouse.org 


and the EXIT. She brings genuine 
heart to Tina, allowing it to shine 
through the character’s outward 
aggression. When Tina finally lets 
her guard down, the actor has 
made it a natural step from Point 
A to Point B. 

In a way, Yee has broken so 
many boundaries that The Song 
of Summer seems like a stab at 
convention. The “based on a true 
story’ aspect smacks of Bye Bye 
Birdie and Robbie and Tina’s “will 


they/won't they” angry flirtation 
reminds one of Nora Ephron or 
Nancy Meyers. It’s no fault of 
Yee’s that she tried, and both cast 
and director give it their best. 
Still, the clichés are abundant and 
the white apology angle is just 
cringe-inducing. Yee is the sort of 
talent who should be elevating, 
not allowing herself to be dragged 
down by tropes. 


Charles Lewis Ill is a San Francisco-born 
journalist, theater artist, and arts critic. 
 thethinkingmansidiot.wordpress.com. 


odojed er1ssar 


SAN FRANCISCO 
38 Ellis Street © San Francisco, CA 94102 ¢ 415-956-2139 


Monday - Saturday 9am - 8pm / Sunday 10am - 8pm 
Take-Out Or Delivery Still Available 





a Fiz 


SEE FULL MENU AT WWW.TADSSF COM/MENL| 


CULTURE /' MUSIC 
NIGHT LIFE / EX 
CANNABIS 





os sfweekly.com 


hs 


4 
| a 
ro) é 
T 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


5, 2021 15 


THURSDAY, AUGUS 


RCIICHIGHS | SHOSFORPOD 


Vaccine Incentive: Free Cannabis 





In San Francisco, getting the vaccine could get you hooked up with ajar of bud. 


"BY VERONICA IRWIN 


nization: We don't have a lot of 
money, but we use it in the best 
way to get results,” explains Code 
Tenderloin founder Del Seymour. 
“Our motive is doing good for the 
community’ — a community that, 
confronted with homelessness, 
addiction, and the coronavirus, 
has struggled more visibly than 
most neighborhoods in the city 
this past year. Seymour estimates 
about half of the people vaccinated 
Friday were drawn in by the free 
cannabis. 

Code Tenderloin’s heady vac- 
cination drive was far from the 
first of its kind. The nonprofit 
DC Marijuana Justice coined the 
term “joints for jabs” when they 
distributed home-grown cannabis 
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f we are to believe the stereo- 
type, then pot makes us a little 
less likely to check every box 

on our to-do list. Phone calls 
are ignored, texts are left on read, 
dishes pile up, and we are even less 
inclined to brave conversations 
with sober folks who want to stick 
a needle into our biceps. 

But San Francisco, per usual, is 
flipping that cliché on its head. On 
Friday, the workforce development 
nonprofit Code Tenderloin gave 
out free eighths to unvaccinated 
San Franciscans getting COVID-19 
shots. The event, which started at 
4 p.m. and lasted for about two 
hours, ended with 65 people get- 
ting vaccinated. 

“We are a very efficient orga- 
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young people living in the Ter 


to those getting the vaccine in the 
District of Columbia. ACT UP in 
New York City has been hosting 
“joints for jabs” events as well. And 
select dispensaries in Arizona, Cal- 
ifornia, Michigan, Oklahoma, and 
Washington have also sponsored 
similar programs. 

However, the Code Tenderloin 
initiative appears to be a first in 
the state. Prop. 64, notoriously 
laden with arcane, confusing 
regulations, technically prohibits 
giving away free cannabis (this is 
why dispensaries charge $0.01 or 
$1 for bonus or promotional prod- 
ucts). However, it’s San Francisco 
tradition to bend the rules around 
cannabis, particularly when it’s 
in the pursuit of public health. 
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“If there’s anyone who knows 
how to get more people 
vaccinated, in our city right 
now, it’s Code Tenderloin” 


— SUP. MATT HANEY 
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After all, the city informally sanc- 
tioned some of our first cannabis 
dispensaries in the 1990s — even 
though, when Prop. 215 passed in 
1996, the law permitted the use of 
marijuana but not it’s sale. Then, 
cannabis activists won over city 
(and later state) officials because 
they argued the plant was effective 
and necessary medicine for those 
dying of HIV/AIDS. 

“From the start, compassion was 
really the bedrock of why people 
work so hard to get it legal, at least 
in the city of San Francisco,” says 
Bram Goodwin, founder of the 
cannabis-centric San Francisco 
Social Club and longtime cannabis 
activist. For the uninitiated, “com- 
passion” is a term cannabis activ- 
ists use to describe the process of 
obtaining free or low-cost canna- 
bis for in-need medical patients. 

Supervisor Matt Haney, who 
was not part of planning the 
event, voiced his support on Twit- 
ter, and drew plenty of backlash; 
critics called the event “bullshit,” 
or compared it to giving out free 
syringes of fentanyl. But in an 
interview with the Weekly, Haney 
continued to praise Code Tender- 


loin for the effort, saying they have 


become experts in vaccinating the 
most hard-to-reach populations in 
his district. 

The nonprofit has been doing 
on-the-ground tours through 
the Tenderloin for months, often 
meeting people at their encamp- 
ments to distribute vaccines. He 
also says he was unaware the event 
may not technically be legal under 
Prop. 64, given how many institu- 
tions have offered free alcohol as 
an incentive for vaccination across 


the country (including, by SF 
Weekly’s observation, the White 
House). 

“If there’s anyone who knows 
how to get more people vaccinat- 
ed, in our city right now, it’s Code 
Tenderloin,” Haney says. “They are 
out there every day walking the 
streets, reaching populations that 
have had less access to the vaccine, 
and reaching them effectively.” 

Despite the success, Code Ten- 
derloin might not even give canna- 
bis as an incentive for vaccinations 
again — Seymour prefers the idea 
of giving cash. The event, titled 
“Rap for Vaccines,” also included 
12 performers who rapped, sang, 
or read poetry to the crowd. Each 
performer received a $200 gift 
card. 

Seymour, for his part, remarks 
on the event with satisfaction 
and — despite the smoke in the air 
— anew sense of motivation. To 
him, it doesn’t matter if the event 
didn’t follow every stipulation of 
Prop. 64. 

“We're saving lives,” Seymour 
says. “I just want to know, how far 
can we go?” 


Veronica Irwin is a contributing writer. 
© @vronirwin 
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Home is Where the Masks Are 


(NEE 
Giddy-up — and mask up — cowboys! 


Yayne — a Black woman, 

originally from San Francisco, 
who now calls Nashville home — 
recently told me a crazy story: 

She was in a grocery store, wear- 
ing a mask and minding her own 
damn business, when an agitated 
white dude started harassing her. 
This man, who apparently took 
exception to the face covering, 
conveyed his dissatisfaction by 
getting all up in Yayne’s grill and 
attempting to cough on her. 

That’s when another white dude 
arrived on the scene. He was older, 
wore a Confederate Flag hat on his 
head, and had a pistol strapped to 
his belt (Tennessee is an open car- 
ry state). Turns out the gun-tot- 
ing, ostensible Lost Cause-er was 
on Yayne’s side, and he stepped 
between my friend and the cough- 
er until the latter could be ejected 
from the store. 

To some, that might sound like 
something out of a Tarantino flick, 


A FRIEND OF MINE named 
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but in Tennessee... well... 

I suppose I’m getting a bit ahead 
of myself here. My name is Stuart 
Schuffman, but plenty of folks in 
this city know me as Broke-Ass 
Stuart. I’ve been telling the stories 
of San Francisco — and the wider, 
weirder world — for close to two 
decades. I’ve written for Lonely 
Planet and Conde Nast Traveller, 
published three Broke-Ass Stuart 
travel books, and even co-created 
and hosted my own travel TV show 
on IFC: Young, Broke & Beauti- 
ful. As a number of Music City’s 
brightest stars have sung: “I’ve 
been everywhere, man.” 

Which brings me back to 
Nashville. 

For me, one of the greatest 
benefits of travel is breaking with 
routine, getting to know strange 
new places, and understanding 
divergent views. As wonderful as 
it is to live in San Francisco — cool 
weather, an appreciation of diver- 
sity, world-class burritos — after 





BY STUART SCHUFFMAN 


nearly two years of quarantine, | 
was eager to break out of the Bay 
Area bubble and visit a city where 
it would be not only be too hot to 
wear a Patagonia puffy in July, but 
also sartorially sacreligious. 

I chose to head to the capital city 
of a state whose governor had basi- 
cally thrown his hat in the air and 
yelled “Heeha COVID!” when all 
those bookworms at the CDC ad- 
vised him and his constituents to 
mask-up and knock off the honky- 
tonkin’ for a spell. 

Walking along Lower Broadway 
— past the numerous cowboy boot 
shops, cowboy bars, and weekend 
cowboys — I saw not one masked 
person. If I'd taken a shot of white 
lightening for every covered face, 
I'd have moseyed on out of Lower 
Broadway as sober as a judge. 

Seeing as every place was packed 
asshole to elbow with drunken, 
red-faced people dancing, sweat- 
ing, and shouting “Wooo!” — and 
given that we had parachuted into 





this bacchanal from San Francisco, 
where people were practically dou- 
ble-masking their dogs — we de- 
cided to saunter off to some place 
a bit quieter... and more apprecia- 
tive of the germ theory of disease. 

According to The Tennessean’s 
COVID tracker, Davidson County 
is only 48 percent vaccinated and 
only 39 percent of Tennesseeans 
on the whole have been jabbed to 
completion. Though the Delta vari- 
ant was not dominating headlines 
the way it is now, and although 
Iam fully vaccinated, I still exer- 
cised caution — wearing a mask 
every time | went indoors. 

While I kept a couple of witty 
rejoinders at the front of my mind 
in case I encountered any Deliver- 
ence-style menace, I am pleased to 
report that I was never challenged 
to a dual — banjo or otherwise. 
What’s more, I soon met witha 
different side of Nashville entirely. 

East Nashville is just across the 
river from downtown and is largely 
responsible for making this town 
a bright blue dot in a deeply red 
state. In East Nashville, rainbow 
flags and Black Lives Matter signs 
are everywhere. Bernie bumper 
stickers outnumber Trump de- 
cals 10,000 to 1. On this side of 
town, masks were a regular sight 
— especially among employees of 
shops. Some patrons went mask- 
less, but plenty were covered up. 

Rather than finding myself up 
shit creek with Burt Reynolds and 
John Voight, I was instead sur- 
rounded by Democratic Socialists 
with soothing Southern drawls, 
farm-to-table restaurants, punks 
with pink hair, and diverse dive- 
bar aficionados dismayed by their 
state’s COVID response. 

In late December of 2020, as Ten- 
nessee hospital ICUs were pushed 
to their limit by a surge in serious 
COVID-19 cases, Gov. Bill Lee went 
on television to speak directly to 
the citizens of his state. As he had 
done before, Lee insisted that per- 
sonal responsibility — rather than 
government mandate — was the 
key to beating back the virus. 

While I disagree that the gov- 
ernment has no role to play in 
ensuring the safety of the public 
— I believe that San Francisco’s 
consistently low infection rate is 
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due in no small part to our elected 
leaders using the tools at their dis- 
posal to compel us to act in a ratio- 
nal way — I also can see where Lee 
is coming from. 

Personal responsibility is im- 
portant. But not in the way Lee 
means it. For Lee and all the other 
GOP politicians who have embold- 
ened this virus, personal respon- 
sibility means “I’m personally re- 
sponsible to do whatever the fuck 
I want.” In San Francisco, on the 
other hand, we know it means “I’m 
personally responsible to do the 
best I can to look out for myself 
and my community.” 

Personal responsibility is wear- 
ing a mask because you don’t want 
to inadvertently get someone 
else sick. Personal responsibility 
is making sure everyone in your 
neighborhood has access to food, 
PPE, and water, just like the 
Neighborhood Solidarity Network 
did. Personal responsibility is 
donating to Patreons and GoFund- 
Mes for the artists and performers 
who lost all of their income when 
the entire world shut down. 

Right now, as the Delta variant 
is on the rise, we are once again 
faced with a lot of uncertainty, but 
I do know that we will ultimately 
be OK because we care about each 
other. 

Getting out of the San Francisco 
bubble is always nice; it gives me 
valuable insights into the rest of 
the world. But coming home to 
the bubble is even better because | 
know that I’m surrounded by peo- 
ple who want to make sure all of us 
get through this together. 

Plus, here in San Francisco, we 
remember what so many in Ten- 
nessee seem to have forgotten: 
Cowboy boots have always paired 
well with face masks. 


“Broke-Ass” Stuart Schuffman is man about 
town, man of letters, and an always-angelic 
troublemaker. 

© @BrokeAssStuart 
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My Boytriend’s Threesome With My Folks 





This tattoo is bad enough without bringing your boyfriend into the mix. 


Former Minneapolis mayor's advice when 
everyone is mortified BYDAN SAVAGE 


I’ve known since we got together that he’s a lot more sexually 


: ’M A 24-YEAR-OLD gay man with a 31-year-old bi boyfriend. 


experienced than I am, but it’s never been a big deal before now. 
This weekend, he met my parents for what we thought would be the 
first time. But it turns out that 10 years ago, during his “big bi slut 
phase” (his words), they had a threesome. I recognize that no one 
did anything wrong — they were three consenting adults — and it’s 
not like anyone could’ve known that he and I would get together in 
the future. But also, my boyfriend fucked my parents! I’m mortified, 
he’s mortified, they’re mortified, and I may never be able to look at 
my parents again. Please help us find a way to move past this! 


Love for almost 30 years — it'll 

be 30 years this September 
— and I rarely get letters that 
surprise me anymore. But after 
reading your letter today... and 
then laying in a dark room with 
a cool washcloth over my eyes 
for six hours... I came to a few 
realizations. 

First, I can still be surprised. 
Thank you for that. Second, if 
couples in their 40s with teenage 
children at home are gonna have 
threesomes with guys in their 
20s — and some are — there 
will always be a hard-to-quanti- 
fy-but-nevertheless-ineliminable 
risk that their children, once 


: "VE BEEN WRITING Savage 


— I Knew He Was Into Blonds 


grown, could wind up meeting and 
fucking and even falling in love 
one of the guys their parents had 
a threesome with back in the day. 
Third, since I helped create a world 
where 40-something couples with 
kids sometimes have MMF three- 
somes with 20-something bisexual 
dudes, IKHWIB, this is all my fault 
oh my God what have I done can you 
ever forgive me. 

With that said, IKHWIB, do you 
know who | think should weigh in 
on this? The former mayor of Min- 
neapolis. 

“If they’ve been able to laugh 
about this, that’s a good sign,” said 
Betsy Hodges, who was the mayor 


of Minneapolis from 2014 to 2018. 
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“It might be a while before he 

can look at his boyfriend and not 
think about his parents having sex. 
That’s a tough thing to navigate, 
but laughter helps.” 

It may seem kind of random that 
the former mayor of Minneapolis is 
giving you sex advice, IKHWIB, but 
Hodges reached out to me after | 
posted your letter to Twitter, where 
I told my followers — the former 
mayor of Minneapolis among them 
— that I was going to run your 
letter in my column even though | 
didn’t have the faintest idea what to 
tell you. Hodges, on the other hand, 
knew exactly what to say. 

“He has to ask himself if the 
boyfriend is worth it,” said Hodg- 
es. “Everything really depends on 
the strength of their connection 
— which will have to be weighed 
against whatever tension now 
exists between IKHWIB, his boy- 
friend, and his parents. Can they 
navigate that tension? If any of 
them feel bad (as opposed to morti- 
fied) about what happened and they 
aren't motivated to work through 
this and don't have the tools for do- 
ing so, this will go sideways.” 

The Honorable Betsy Hodges 
suggests that the four of you have 
a conversation about what hap- 
pened and how you want to handle 
things going forward. 

“Having that conversation — 
which I know sounds dreadful 
— could actually help them think 
about this less,” said Hodges, “es- 
pecially if they get to a point where 
they can laugh about the insanity 
and awkwardness of the situation 
they’ve all found themselves in.” 

You can laugh about this until 
you pass out, IKHWIB, but if you 
can’t suck your boyfriend’s cock 
without thinking about your dad 
sucking your boyfriend’s cock, you 
may not be able to get past this. If 
you can't look at your mom without 
thinking about her sitting on your 
boyfriend's face, you might not be 
able to get past this. If you can’t 
take your boyfriend’s load without 
thinking about the load he dropped 
in dad or your mom or both 
(21-year-olds have great stamina 
and such short refractory periods), 
you might not be able to get past this. 
You might be able to, like Hodges 
said, think about this less. 


While I’m doubtful there’s a 
memory hole out there big enough 
to stuff this in and tight enough 
to prevent it from falling right 
back out, IKHWIB, perhaps your 
parents have already shown you 
how it’s done. I know when I came 
out to my mom, IKHWIB, she had 
a really hard time being around 
any guy | was dating due to the 
unwelcome mental images that 
plagued her when she saw me with 
a boyfriend. She could look at my 
sister and her boyfriend without 
picturing her little girl sucking 
that boy’s cock, but she somehow 
couldn’t look at my boyfriend 
without picturing that brute sod- 
omizing her little boy. It took some 
very awkward conversations, some 
raised voices, and, yes, some laugh- 
ter before my mom successfully 
willed herself to stop conjuring up 
mental images of me getting my 
ass fucked. Maybe with some time, 
some awkward conversations, and 
a little laughter you'll be able to 
purge all those unwelcome mental 
images of your boyfriend railing 
your parents from your mind too. 

I guess my point is, if gay and 
straight parents can pretend not 
to know what they damn well do 
know, i.e., that their grown chil- 
dren are sexually active adults now, 
and if they can learn not to torture 
themselves with unwelcome men- 
tal images of our partners fucking 
the shit out of us, IKHWIB, seems 
to me that we should be able to 
do the same for them: recognize 
that our parents are sexual beings 
and at the same time expunge all 
unwelcome mental images from 
our minds. Yours is a much heavier 
lift than most, I realize, but if your 
boyfriend is worth it, IKHWIB, you 
at least gotta try. 

P.S. Perhaps this verse by poet 
Philip Larkin will help: 

They fuck you up, your mum and dad. 

They may not mean to, but they do. 

They fill you with the faults they had. 

And add some extra, just for you. 

You're not the first person 
whose parents... well, let’s not say 
your parents fucked you up. In- 
stead let’s say you're not the first 
person whose parents were a little 
extra. Good luck. 

Follow Betsy Hodges on Twitter 
@BetsyHodges. 


in a relationship. I have a 
great connection with my 
partner, we communicate well, 

and the sex is the best in my 
life. There’s only one thing 
getting in the way: My partner 
and I started going out six 
months ago, immediately after 
the end of a relatively short 
but very intense relationship. | 
was with my previous partner 
for about a year. We were 
deeply in love but eventually 
broke up because he moved to 
another country. While I love 
my current partner and want 
him in my life, Iam finding it 
hard to commit. What do I do? 


"M A WOMAN in her 20s 


— Worried Hasty and 
Confused Klutz 


about your previous partner 

since it ended for reasons 
outside of your control and his 
— and just for the record, there’s 
no guarantee you won't feel some 
regret about your current partner, 
if your new relationship ends, 
which it might. (I mean, it’s only 
been six months. A little soon to 
be tossing “partner” around, if you 
ask me, which you did.) But did 
your last relationship really end 
for reasons neither you nor your ex 
could control? If he had no choice 
but to move to another country 
and/or if there was no way for you 
to go with him, okay, then the end 
was outside your control and his. 
But if he could’ve stayed and chose 
not to, WHACK, or if you could’ve 
gone with him and chose not to, 
well, then it didn’t end due to 
circumstances outside your control. 
Focusing on that — reminding 
yourself that an active choice was 
made to finish that relationship off 
—might help. And if that doesn’t 
work, WHACK, perhaps a little 
more of the best sex you've ever 


had will do the trick. 


Yy OU MAY ALWAYS feel regret 


© mail@savagelove.net 
© @FakeDanSavage 
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Ste 430, South San Francis- 
co, CA 94080. Must ref title 
& code. 


PETS 


Ue ane Pups 7 
M/F, parti-color, cute, loyal, 
alert, home-raised. $700. Free Estimate 


Lic # 860945 
Call 415-425-7818 CALL 415-640-7536 


HANDYMAN 


Specialist in Home Re- 
pairs (Plumbing, Elec, 
Roof, Dry Wall, Firs, 
Tile, etc.) No Lic. 
Manny 415-850-9326 


ROOFING INC, 


MARTIN 
DIAZ 


PAINTING 


INTERIOR & 
EXTERIOR 


Be A ev 


HAULING 


CHEAP HAUL Clean Up, 
arage, yard, dem, lite mv 
Lic #29572 650-583-6700 


HAULING 


HAULING 24/7 Remove 
carpet, appliances, sofas, 
concrete. Large Truck. 
BILL 415-441-1054 


COMMERCIAL e RESIDENTIAL 
ALL TYPES OF ROOFING 
SHEET METAL WORK 
SKYLIGHTS 
Best Price ¢ Best Work 
Best Service 
Sr. Disc ¢ Free Est ¢ Lic#937035 


650-589-2775 
650-343-6671 





HERNANDEZ ROOFING 
New & Re-roof, repairs. 








Remodel & Repair 
Kitchen, Bath, Painting 
Stucco, Siding, 
Windows 
Seismic, Foundation 
Lic #582766 
Bonded, Insured 
Call Mike 415-279-1266 



















INTRODUCTION Versatile Latina 
SERVICES Escort Service 
3607517 SoD, 
* FREE Partyline 24/7** 8” functional 







“Free 10n1 8-9PM daily* 

415-691-3100, 925-953- 

1001 or WebPHONE on 
LiveMatch.com 


oakland, lake merrit 














eee Advertise in SE WEEKLY 
Y SWEET & BEES CT 


Call: 415-359-2600 


415-571-9873 








VISA _. > 





SFWeekly.com 





soundcloud.com/ 
sfweeklypodcast 
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Stories live on. Tell theirs. 


Share your loved one’s story. 


V/|=\" AO) 51D) =n RO) N/M IN =KOM—y i>). €> le all arc merel an’ 











San francisco Examiner 


Legacy’ 





SFWEEKLY.COM 
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BY ROUND BARN 


New Townhomes nestled in the hills of Fountaingrove in Santa Rosa 
A short jaunt to: the Russian River, Trione-Annadel State Park, and the Fountaingrove Golf Club 


A few steps to: the community amenities - Pool, Soa, Cabanas, Clubhouse, Parks, Playground & Community Garden 


FROM $699,990 | LOW HOA | NO MELLO-ROOS 


TerraceRoundBarn.com | (707) 657-3353 | 208 Semillon Lane, Santa Rosa, CA 95403 


All renderings, floor plans, and maps are concepts and are not intended to be an actual depiction of the buildings, fencing, walkways, driveways or landscaping. Walls, 
windows, porches and decks vary per elevation and lot location. In a continuing effort to meet consumer expectations, City Ventures the right to modify prices, floor plans, 
specifications, options and amenities without notice or obligation. Square footages shown are approximate. *Broker/agent must accompany and register their client(s) with 
the onsite sales team on their first visit to the community in order to be eligible for any broker referral fee. Please see your Sales Manager for details. ©2021 City 


C ITy Ventures Ventures. All rights reserved. DRE LIC # 01979736. L=] 
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